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Federal Executive Steering Committee
Special focus areas for 
FY 2006:

• Preventing suicide 
• Integrating primary 

and mental health 
care 

• Appropriately 
financing mental 
health care 

• Ensuring employment 
opportunities 

• Behavioral health 
response to disasters 
and emergencies 
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Areas in which work will continue:
• Accessing care and early intervention 
• Transforming children and youth 

systems 
• Providing consumer and family-driven 

(and youth-guided) care 
• Collaborating with the criminal and 

juvenile justice system 
• Providing adequate housing for 

homeless people with mental illnesses 
• Implementing information technology 
• Reducing stigma through public 

education 
• Improving care through research 
• Transforming State systems of care 
• Creating and sustaining a viable mental 

health workforce
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Lessons Learned

• Change your expectations 
of what is possible, 
and act on those expectations. 

• Have patience. 
• Remain flexible.
• Speak to your prospective 

partners’ agendas.
• Identify a non-mental health champion. 
• Harness the power of a facilitated process.
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